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Sedition Law Used in Sept. 11 Probe 

By PETE YOST, Associated Press Writer 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The U.S. government is relying on a seldom-used but 
investigate the Sept. 11 terror attacks. 


powerful legal tool, an 18th-century law 


on sedition, to 


th f l d f t b , aCk m ° re than 200 years ’ the statute gives the g° vern ment great flexibility in assembling prosecutions 
against people who plan but don t carry out criminal acts against the United States. S P 


a perjury indiomem last week. The federal grand jury that brought the case against an 
ate of two of the hijackers is investigating seditious conspiracy to levy war against the United States," the indictment stated. 


Federal prosecutors "appear to be right on the 
Washington University law professor Stephen 


money" in using the sedition law to address possible terrorist collaborators, George 
Saltzburg said. 


"To the extent a jihad" or holy war "is invoked against the United States it's 
statute,'" Saltzburg said. 


like an announcement that 'I'm putting myself under this 


Prosecutors used the seditious conspiracy law to win convictions in a case against a Muslim cleric and 
up the United Nations. 


co-defendants who plotted to blow 


p“T 8 rXa^ fOT sedi "“ s '«* * 

us 8overnmem *> <** * ~ ■«-<*» 

0fficials ’ s P ea ^mg onty on condition of anonymity, said prosecutors are examining other cases in which they might use 
the sedition law against people who did not carry out attacks but had been in various stages of planning. y g 

The law imposes up to 20-year prison terms when two or more people "conspire to overthrow, put down or to destrov bv force the 
government of the United States, or to levy war against them." y y 

° n Sediti0n t dat . es back t0 the 1790s when the Alien and Sedition acts of the John Adams administration targeted people who 
criticized the government. The acts expired and were not renewed amid a storm of criticism. P P 

A new law passed during the Civil War served as the basis for the current statute. 

There were Confederate sympathizers in the North and the law was passed to make it easier to punish people who conspired against the 
union, said University of Michigan law professor Richard Friedman. P ° 


The government used the sedition law after World War I to 


convict anarchists. In the 1950s, the Supreme Court upheld convictions of 






















communists on sedition charges for teaching doctrines that were held to be subversive. 

"These weren't people blowing things up; they were basically basement seminars where people would read Marx," said constitutional law 
professor Richard Primus of the University of Michigan. 

"Teaching people that the government is bad in the abstract is a constitutional right, but once you go beyond to an agreement to commit 
crimes, that becomes clearly punishable," said UCLA law professor Eugene Volokh. 
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Afghan Opposition Launches Assault, Bitter Battles 

By Zeeshan Haider and Rosalind Russell 


A ? /JABAL ' US ; SARAJ ’ Afghanistan ( Reuters > - Forces fighting Afghanistan's ruling Taliban mounted a major attack on 
SSlSd reCaP S “ e8 * n0nhen ' Cily 1 i-Stohf after giving the miliiia a nigh, io withdraw an ^SSton 


Taliban officials in Kabul described the fighting around the city that lies 
fighters had repulsed repeated attacks since morning. 


on a crossroads to central Asia as very intense and said Taliban 


U.S. jets pounded the ruling Afghan Taliban in some of the fiercest night raids of the 34-day-old war, and at least 40 bombs were heard 
frmnthe front 6 ^ neJUSt n ° rth ° f ' hC C3pita1 ’ Kabu1 ’ vvhere Taliban fi § hters are du § in facin 8 the Northern Alliance, said witnesses 


Waves of planes roared over the capital, Kabul, for several hours and dropped about eight or nine bombs on the citv while missiles 
plowed into the suburbs and doctors treated wounded from overnight attacks, witnesses said. £$ 

Taliban officials said the bombing targeted cities across Afghanistan, killing civilians in a hospital in the southern city of Kandahar. 

Fifteen people have been killed and 25 wounded when a bomb hit yesterday afternoon at Kandahar's Mirwais Mina hosDital " 
Information Mimstiy official Abdul Hanan Himat told Reuters. P ’ 

That city is the powerbase of the Taliban and their supreme leader Mullah Mohammad Omar, the chief protector of Osama bin Laden 
prime suspect in the September 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon that killed abouU80^ople 

ta?S fi SpSi,f SSS! 0 " ,he 8r0U " d Were ar0Und Mazar ' i - Sharif - ab “ 20 of .he border w„h rhe 

iSSr** “ War<i Mazar - i - Sharif -" A "Nadeem, spokesman for the Nonhem Alliance said by satellite telephone 

Sen' 1 ° fMa2ar ‘ i ' SharifW ° Uld bC 3 maj ° r bl ° W f0r the be,eaguercd Taliban > now reeling from the U.S. attacks aimed at flushing out bin 


But the opposition said the going was tough. It has made scant progress in weeks of fighting, and winter is around the 
SLOW AND BITTER FIGHTING 


corner. 


”It is veiy bitter fighting So far there has been no breakthrough and the Taliban are putting resistance," an official of the opposition led 
by deposed president Burhanuddin Rabbani told Reuters on condition of anonymity. 

























Opposition spokesman Nadeem said the advance 
five miles from Mazar-i-Sharif in the morning. 


was aided by U.S. planes that bombed Taliban front 


lines at Imam Bukri bridge, some 


"It has had a very good impact in breaking the front lines of the Taliban," he said. 

?r^ n Jr\ Cl °™ t t0 U f A C 5 r e n0W f0Ur miles from the air P ort > the most important in northern Afghanistan, while others led by 
ethnic Uzbek warlord General Abdul Rashid Dostum were several dozen kilometers to the south. y 


The reports could not be independently verified. 


Nadeem said the Northern Alliance had wanted to take Mazar-i-Sharif without bloodshed. 

We waited the whole night for the Taliban to withdraw from the city, then we launched the attack when 
day after saying the opposition planned to begin their offensive on Thursday afternoon. 


they failed to do so," he said, 


a 


The city that straddles supply routes between Kabul and the central Asian 
driven out in 1998 after the defection of one of his commanders. 


state of Uzbekistan, was the stronghold of Dostum until he was 


Taliban officials claimed victories, but said they were sending in more men to defend the city. 

"We have pushed them back and sent reinforcements for the defense of Mazar-i-Sharif," Hiinat said. 

U.S. bombing has been intense, with one Pakistani militant group saying 85 of its men were killed and many wounded in air raids in the 
area on i nursday. 

A day earlier, an attack killed 13 men from Saudi Arabia ~ the homeland of bin Laden - in bombing near Mazar-i-Sharif Kuwait's Al- 
Rai al-Aam newspaper reported. ’ 

Washington appears to be putting pressure on the Alliance to seize the initiative and take some territory from the Taliban but the 
opposition army is ill-equipped for an all-out offensive and there have been few real signs of an impending push. 

WOUNDED, FIERCE FRONT-LINE BOMBING 

Witnesses reported one of the heaviest nights of bombing on the front line just north of Kabul. 

Ina Kabul hospital, Khan Aqa lay wounded, the only survivor, doctors said, of U.S. bombs that hit a convov of civilian cars west of the 
city and killed more than two dozen people. 


"There 

hospital 


were five people in one car who got killed just in front of my car," Aqa said before losing consciousness in a ward at Kabul's main 
, where doctors struggled to cope with the sick and wounded and shortages of electricity, water and essential supplies. 


Doctors said Haq told them several bombs hit the convoy of at least three cars driving through the Haji Gak pass on Thursday on the only 

Taliban-controlled route to the west and north of Kabul. y 


He seems to be the only survivor," one doctor told Reuters. 

Northeast of Kabul, four huge blasts rocked the area at about 6 a.m., rattling windows and shaking the ground in the town of Jabal-us- 

Saraj, several kilometers behind the front lines. 

In Pakistan, Islamic parties went ahead with a general strike in a pro-Taliban show of force, but were able to gather little support, 
who break Uie°aw nmeiU ^ reSp0nded t0 the strike cal1 by detainin 8 som e top protest leaders and warning of tough action against those 


Witnesses said three people were killed when police fired at protesters blocking a train at Shadan 
central Punjab city of Multan. 


Lund railway station, 


90 miles from the 


Email this story - View most popular | Forma tted version 





Home - Yahoo! - My Yahoo! - News Alerts - Help 



* Associated 


Access Your PC from 
Anywhere-Free Download 



Home | Top Stories | Business | Tech | Politics | World | Local | Entertainment | Sports | Science | Health 

Politics Headlines 

Friday November 9 3:06 AM ET 

Civil Rights Panel Urges Vote Reform 

By WILL LESTER, Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Minimum federal standards should be set for poll worker training, provisional ballots and accessible polling 
places, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights says. 

The commission outlined its recommendations for Congress at a time when lawmakers are trying to work out partisan differences in 
various election proposals. The commission spent the whole year looking at problems in the 2000 elections and reviewing the various 
reports aimed at fixing those problems. 

"The commission is releasing its recommendations for national election reform today in this time of national security crisis when it is 
even more urgent that we ensure the integrity of our democracy," said Commission Chairwoman Mary Frances Beriy. 

We must make certain that elections are fair and everyone who is eligible has a chance to vote. Otherwise, we undermine the basic 
premises on which we fight this battle against terrorism," she said. 

Berry said federal mandates in certain aspects of elections are "absolutely necessary" to protect the rights of all voters. 

The commission said in its report released Friday that "any system that allows so many people to be denied their right to vote cannot be 
permitted to continue in its current form." 

The report said the time has arrived to shift the election focus from the problems in Florida to ensure that federal changes prevent similar 
i lculties in the future. In Florida, voters complained they were not allowed to vote, given improper instructions and had problems with 
faulty election equipment. 

The report raised questions about the states of Washington and Oregon where heavy use of mailed-in ballots provides inadequate 
protections for some voters, such as the disabled and those with language barriers. 

Among the commission's recommendations for minimum standards: 

-Provisional ballots that allow everyone to vote, even if their eligibility is questioned at the polls. The ballot could be held until later. 

-Adequate resources to ensure that all people have an equal opportunity to vote and have their votes counted. 

-Appropriate guidelines to ensure that poll workers are properly trained and the election boards are prepared. 

-Appropriate data collected and publicly reported immediately following an election to ensure that shortcomings in state and precinct 
election systems are readily identified. 

-Language assistance and assurance of physical accessibility to both polling places and voting materials. 

-Restoration of the right of former felons to vote, once certain requirements are met. 
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Text of Bush Speech 


Text of President Bush’s address to the nation on Thursday, as transcribed by eMediaMillWorks Inc.: 

We meet tonight after two of the most difficult and most inspiring months in our nation's history. We have endured the shock of watching 
so many innocent lives ended in acts of unimaginable horror. We have endured the sadness of so many funerals. We have faced 
unprecedented bioterrorist attack delivered in our mail. 

Tonight, many thousands of children are tragically learning to live without one of their parents. And the rest of us are learning to live in a 
world that seems very different than it was on September the 10th. 


The moment the second plane hit the second building, when we knew it was a terrorist attack, many felt that our lives would never be the 
same. 


What we couldn t be sure of then and what the terrorists never expected was that America would emerge stronger with a renewed spirit of 
pride and patriotism. 


I said in my speech to a joint session of Congress that we are a nation awakened to danger. We’re also a nation awakened to service and 
citizenship and compassion. 


None of us would ever wish the evil that has been done to our country, yet we have learned that out of evil can come great good. 

During the last two months, we have shown the world, America is a great nation. 

Americans have responded magnificently with courage and caring. We've seen it in our children who have sent in more than $1 million 
for the children of Afghanistan. We have seen it in the compassion of Jewish and Christian Americans who have reached out to their 
Muslim neighbors. We ve seen it as Americans have reassessed priorities: parents spending more time with their children and many 
people spending more time in prayer and in houses of worship. 

We have gained new heroes, those who ran into burning buildings to save others: our police and our firefighters. 

Those who battle their own fears to keep children calm and safe: America's teachers. 


Those who voluntarily place themselves in harm's way to defend our freedom: the men and women of the armed forces. 

And tonight we join in thanking a whole new group of public servants who never enlisted to fight a war, but find themselves on the front 
lines of a battle nonetheless: those who deliver the mail, America's postal workers. 

We also thank those whose quick response provided preventative treatment that has no doubt saved thousands of lives: our health care 
workers. 


We are a different country than we were on September the 10th, sadder and less innocent, stronger and more united. And in the face of 
ongoing threats, determined and courageous. 
























Our nation faces a threat to our freedoms, and the stakes could not be higher. We are the target of enemies who boast they want to kill 
kill all Americans, kill all Jews and kill all Christians. 

We've seen that type of hate before, and the only possible response is to confront it and to defeat it. 


This new enemy seeks to destroy our freedom and impose its viewsAVe value life; the terrorists ruthlessly destroy it.(" 

We value education; the terrorists do not believe women should be educated, or should have health care, or shouldleave their homes. 

We value the right to speak our minds^for the terrorists, free expression can be grounds for execution. 

We respect people of all faiths and welcome the free practice of religion; bur enemy wants to dictate how to think and how to worship 
even to their lellow Muslims:----— ; — --- -J 

This enemy tries to hide behind a peaceful faith. But those who celebrate the murder of innocent men, women and children have no 
religion, have no conscience and have no mercy. 

We wage a war to save civilization itself. 

We did not seek it, but we will fight it and we will prevail. 

This is a different war from any our nation has ever faced, a war on many fronts, against terrorists who operate in more than 60 different 
countries. And this is a war that must be fought not only overseas, but also here at home. 


1 recently spoke to high school students in Maryland and realized that for the first time ever these seniors will graduate in the midst of a 
war in our own country. 

We have entered a new era, and this new era requires new responsibilities, both for the government and for our people. 

Tlie^ovem ment has a responsihili t y -to- p re te e t our ci tizens, and that starts with homeland security. The first attack against America came 
by plane, and we are now making our airports and airplanes safer. We have posted the National Guard in America's airports and placed 
undercover air marshals on many flights. 

1 call on Congress to quickly send me legislation that makes cockpits more secure, baggage screening more thorough, and puts the federal 
government in charge of all airport screening and security. 

The second attack against America came in the mail. We do not know whether this attack came from the same terrorists. We don't know 
the origin of the anthrax. But whoever did this unprecedented and uncivilized act is a terrorist. 

Four Americans have now died from anthrax out of a total of 17 people who have been infected. The Postal Service has processed more 
than 30 billion pieces of mail since September the 11th, and so far we've identified three different letters that contained anthrax. 

We can trace the source of infection for all but one of the individuals, and we are still trying to learn how a woman who died in New York 
was exposed. 

I'm proud of the way our health care and postal workers and the American people are responding with calm in the face of this deadly new 


Public health officials have acted quickly to distribute preventative antibiotics to thousands of people who may have been exposed. The 
government is purchasing and storing medicines and vaccines as a precaution against future attacks. We are cleaning facilities where 
anthrax has been detected and purchasing equipment to sanitize the mail. 

Thousands of law enforcement officials are aggressively investigating this bioterrorism attack, and public health officials are distributing 
the most accurate, up-to-date information we have to medical professionals and to the public. 

To coordinate our efforts, we have created the new Office of Homeland Security. Its director, my good friend and former Governor Tom 
dge, reports directly to me and works with all of our federal agencies, state and local governments and the private sector on a national 
strategy to strengthen our homeland protections. 









For example, the Coast Guard has taken on expanded duties to protect our shores and our ports. The National Guard has an increased role 
in surveillance at our border. We’re imposing new licensing requirements for safer transportation of hazardous material. 

We've passed a new anti-terrorism law, which gives our law enforcement officers the necessary tools to track terrorists before they harm 
Americans. A new terrorism task force is tightening immigration controls to make sure no one enters or stays in our country who would 
harm us. 

We are a welcoming country. We will always value freedom, yet we will not allow those who plot against our country to abuse our 
freedoms and our protections. 

Our enemies have threatened other acts of terror. We take each threat seriously. And when we have evidence of credible threats, we will 
issue appropriate alerts. 

A terrorism alert is not a signal to stop your life. It is a call to be vigilant, to know that your government is on high alert and to add your 
eyes and ears to our efforts to find and stop those who want to do us harm. 

A lot of people are working really hard to protect America, but in the long run, the best way to defend our homeland, the best way to make 
sure our children can live in peace, is to take the battle to the enemy and to stop them. 

I have called our military into action to hunt down the members of the al-Qaida organization who murdered innocent Americans. I gave 
fair warning to the government that harbors them in Afghanistan. The Taliban made a choice to continue hiding terrorists and now 
they’re paying a price. 

I am so proud of our military. ... 

Our military is pursuing its mission. 

We are destroying training camps, disrupting communications and dismantling air defenses. We are now bombing Taliban front lines. We 
are deliberately and systematically hunting down these murderers and we will bring them to justice. 

Throughout this battle, we adhere to our values. Unlike our enemy, we respect life. We do not target innocent civilians. 

We care for the innocent people of Afghanistan, so we continue to provide humanitarian aid, even while their government tries to steal 
the food we send. 

When the terrorists and their supporters are gone, the people of Afghanistan will say with the rest of the world, "Good riddance." 

We are at the beginning of our efforts in Afghanistan, and Afghanistan is only the beginning of our efforts in the world. No group or 
nation should mistake Americans’ intentions. Where terrorist groups exist of global reach, the United States and our friends and allies will 
seek it out, and we will destroy it. 

After September the 11th, our government assumed a new responsibility to strengthen security at home and track down our enemies 
abroad. 

And the American people are accepting new responsibilities as well. 

I recently received a letter from a fourth grade girl that seemed to say it all. 

I don’t know how to feel," she said. "Sad, mad, angry. It has been different lately. I know the people in New York are scared because of 
the World Trade Center and all, but if we're scared, we are giving the terrorists all the power.” 

In the face of this great tragedy, Americans are refusing to give terrorists the power. 

Our people have responded with courage and compassion, calm and reason, resolve and fierce determination. We have refused to live in a 
state of panic or a state of denial. There is a difference between being alert and being intimidated, and this great nation will never be 
intimidated. 

People are going about their daily lives, working and shopping and playing, worshipping at churches and synagogues and mosques, going 


Life in America is going forward, and as the fourth grader who wrote me knew, that is the ultimate repudiation of terrorism. 

m ° re t T f0Un , d “ ha P? enin £ across our countT y- The enormity of this tragedy has caused many Americans to focus 
on the things that have not changed, the things that matter most in life: our faith, our love for family and friends, our commitment to our 
country and to our freedoms and to our principles. 

In my inaugural address, I asked our citizens to serve their nation, beginning with their neighbors. This fall I had planned a new initiative 
called Communities of Character, designed to spark a rebirth of citizenship and character and service. The events of September the 11th 
nave caused that initiative to happen on its own in ways we could never have imagined. 

Hags are flying eveiywhere: on houses, in store windows, on cars, in lapels. Financial donations to the victims’ families have reached 
more tnan q> i billion. 

Countless Americans gave blood in the aftermath of the attacks. New Yorkers opened their homes to evacuated neighbors. We are waiting 

patiently in long security lines. Children across America have organized lemonade and cookie sales for children in Afghanistan. And we 
can do more. 


Since September the 11th, many Americans, especially young Americans, are rethinking their career choices. They are being drawn to 
careers of service as police or firemen, emergency health workers, teachers, counselors or in the militaiy. And this is good for America. 

Many ask, What can I do to help in our fight?" The answer is simple. All of us can become a September the 11th volunteer by making a 
commitment to service in our own communities. So you can serve your countiy by tutoring or mentoring a child, comforting the afflicted 
housing those in need of shelter and a home. & * 


You can participate in your neighborhood watch or Crimestoppers. You can become a volunteer in a hospital, emergency medical fire or 
rescue unit. You can support our troops in the field and, just as importantly, support their families here at home by becoming active in the 
UbO or groups in communities near our military installations. 


We also will encourage service to countiy by creating new opportunities within the AmeriCorps and Senior Corps programs for public 
safety and public health efforts. 6 F 


We will ask state and local officials to create a nevymodern civil defense service, similar to local volunteer fire departments, to respond to 
local emergencies when the manpower of governments^Ts^trot^ed 4 hm-- 

We will find ways to train and mobilize more volunteers to help when rescue and health emergencies arise. 

Americans have a lot to offer, so I’ve created a task force to develop additional ways people can get directly involved in this war effort by 
making our homes and neighborhoods and schools and workplaces safer. ’ y 

And I call on all Americans to serve by bettering our communities and thereby defy and defeat the terrorists. 


I 


Our great nation-national challenge is to hunt down the terrorists and strengthen our protection against future attacks. Our great national 
values Uni ^ ^ t0 prCServe forever the good tllat lias resulted. Through this tragedy, we are renewing and reclaiming our strong American 


Both Laura and I were touched by a recent newspaper article that quoted a little 4-year-old girl who asked a telling and innocent question 
Wondering how terrorists could hate a whole nation of people they don't even know, she asked, "Why don't we just tell them our names?” 


Well, we can't tell them all our names, but together, we can show them our values. 


Too many have the wrong idea of Americans as shallow, materialist consumers who care only about getting rich or getting ahead. But this 
isn t tne America I know. 


Ours is a wonderful nation full of kind and loving people, people of faith who want freedom and opportunity for people eveiywhere. One 
way to defeat terrorism is to show the world the true values of America through the gathering momentum of a million acts of 
responsibility and decency and service. 


I am encouraging school children to write letters of friendship to Muslim children in different countries Our 
who travel abroad for business or vacation can all be ambassadors of American values 


college students and those 




Ours is a great stoiy and we must tell it through our words and through our deeds. 


I came to Atlanta today to talk about an all important question: How should we live in the light of what has happened? 

We all have new responsibilities, pur government has the responsibility to hunt down our enemies^and we will. Our government has the 
responsibility to put needless partisanship behind us and meet new challenges: better security for our people and help for those who have 
lost jobs and livelihoods in the attacks that claimed so many lives. 

I made some proposals to stimulate economic growth, which will create new jobs and make America less dependent on foreign oil. And I 
ask Congress... 

And I ask Congress to work hard and put a stimulus plan into law to help the American people. 


Our citizens have new responsibilities. We must be vigilant. Obviously, we must inspect our mail, stay informed on public health matters. 


We will not give in to exaggerated fears or passing rumors. We will rely on good judgment and good old common sense. We will care for 
those who’ve lost loved ones and comfort those who might, at times, feel afraid. 


Wewill not judge fellow Americans by appearance, ethnic background or religious faith. 


We will defend the values of our country, and we^will live by them. We will persevere in this struggle no matter how long it takes to 
prevail. ^ ^ c ——- * 


Above all, we will live in a spirit of courage and optimism. Our nation was born in that spirit, as immigrants yearning for freedom 
courageously risked their lives in search of greater opportunity. 


That spirit of optimism and courage still beckons people across the world who want to come here. And that spirit of optimism and courage 
must guide those of us fortunate enough to live here. 

Courage and optimism led the passengers on Flight 93 to rush their murderers to save lives on the ground - led by a young man whose last 
known words were the Lord’s Prayer and, "Let’s roll.” 

He didn't know he had signed on for heroism when he boarded the plane that day. 

Some of our greatest moments have been acts of courage for which no one could have ever prepared. 

We will always remember the words of that brave man expressing the spirit of a great country. We will never forget all we have lost and 
all we are fighting for. 

Ours is the cause of freedom. We've defeated freedom's enemies before, and we will defeat them again. 

We cannot know every turn this battle will take, yet we know our cause is just and our ultimate victory is assured. We will no doubt face 
new challenges, but we have our marching orders. 

My fellow Americans, let's roll. 


w c 
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